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DIALOGUE 
4a SALT WAald 

A Member of Parliament,and a 
Commander of a Ship, Cc. 


. WW Remember the laſt Time you and I 
were Drinking a Bottle together you 
complain'd, that we d id not give En- 


Acts we paſs'd the laſt Seſſions of Parliament, 
viz, The Act for Convoys and Cruiſers, and 
the American Act, wherein we have given 
them all they can reaſonably deſire. 


C. They are excellent Acts indeed, and 
might be of great Advantage to theſe King- 


doms; But there are ſtill ſuch Hardſhips upon 

our Seamen, that they come into the Service 
with as much Reluctancy as if they were go- 
ing to the Gallies. 


® , 


M. I am ſorry for it; for I have always had 
'a great Regard for the Seamen of theic King- 
- doms, and will do them all the Service that 
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A 2 lies 


; > couragement enough to our Seamen; 
I think we have done it ſufficiently in the two 
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1705. That no Seaman in her Majeſty's Ser- 


8 
lies in my Power; I therefore moſt earneſtly 
deſire the Favour of you to Inform me of their 
Hardſhips and Diſcouragements they Labour 
under, and, if it pleaſes God I live till our 


Houſe ſits, ] will uſe my utmoſt Endeavours 


to get all their Grievances redreſſed. 
C. Since you have requeſted that of me, I 
will give you as Brief an Account as I can, 


(#:rit) When Seamen go on foreign Voyages 


and are out three or four Years, their Families 
are not paid any Part of their Wages in their 
Ablence; and then how is it poſſible for a Wo- 
man that has three or four Children, to main- 
tain herſelf and them, if ſhe has no Benefit of 
her Husband's Wages? There is another 
Misfortune our Seamen labour under, which 


is, that when they come home from long 


Voyages, they have Tickets made out for their 
Pay till their Ship be paid. Thoſe poor Sea- 
men are very often obliged to ſell their Tick- 
ets at 15, 20, and ſometimes 25 per Cent. Diſ- 
count for Money, to fit themſelves out again, 
and to leave ſomething with their Families to 
{ublift on in their abſence; for the Seamen 
have now no Credit, and many hundred Fami- 


lies are reduced to a ſtarving Condition. 


M. Theſe are indeed very great Hardſhips 
But pray have not the Seamen the ſame Credit 
they uicd to have formerly; their Pay, I think, 


is indifferent good? 


C. The Act of Parliament made in the Year 
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vice ſhould be Arreſted for any Debt under 
twenty Pounds to any one Perſon, and under 
ſixty Pounds to ſeveral Perſons, has ruined 
their Credit; And as for their Pay, it is too 
little by ten Shillings per Month, in propor- 
tion to other Mens Wages, if there was no 
Deduction out of it. | 

M. Pray how ſhall we remedy this Mil- 
chief of the poor Seamens ſelling their Tickets 
ſo much to their Diſadvantage ? I (hall be 
much oblig'd to you if you would give me your 
Thoughts in this Point. 

C. If the Seamen had Tickets given them 


every fix Months for what is due to them for 


their Service, and if your honourable Houſe 
Would concert ſuch Meaſures as would effe- 


Qtually ſupply the Treaſurer of the Navy with 


ſuch Sums of Money as may enable him to 
pay the {21d Tickets when ever they become 


due, it would effectually remedy the Miſchief 


of Seamens ſelling their Tickets, and make 
them paſs as currantly as Bank Noats; which 
would'be a very great Encouragement to Sca- 
men to come into the Service. 5 

M. Pray do you know any more Hardſhips 


that they have upon them? 


C. The Q's and R's upon the Navy Books 
are common Grievances to the poor Seamen, 
their Widows and Families. | 


AM. Pray what is the Meaning of 2's and 
RTF = 
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C. The R upon the Navy Books is a very 
tyrannical Letter, putting a full ſtop to the 
poor Sailors Pay: Tis a Letter productive of 
vaſt Sums of Money to ſome Perſons, to the 
Seamens great loſs. This R, in the Navy Lan- 
gunge, ſignifies Run; viz. the Seaman's be- 
ing run from the Ship he ſerved in; for which 
be forſcits all his Wages due to him in that 
Ship; but many times they are pricked Run 
very unjuſtly, for ſome have been ſent aſhoar 
about the Captain's Buſineſs, and their Ships 
ha ve ſailed before they have been able to get 
on board again, and though they went imme- 
diately on board another of her Majeſty's Ships, 
it is a thouſand to one if ever they get their R 
off; and others, when they have returnꝰd from 
a long Voyage, and their Ships either in Port 
or Dock, have adventured to go Viſit their 
Families and Friends, with an Intent to re- 
turn again in few Days, but unfortunately 
meeting with a Preſs Gang belonging to ano- 
ther Ship, and having no Ticket of Leave from 
their Captain, are carried away; by which 
Means they io!z two or three Years Pay, which 
is a great Loſs to a poor Family. 

MA. Pray what is the Meaning of the Letter 
Q, upon the Navy Books? 

C. It ſignifies a Query, which is put upon their 
Nannies that are put lick aſhoar, which is Query- 
ing whether they be dead, or recover'd and run 
out of the Service: This many times proves 
very diſadvantageous to the poor Widows, who 
Per- 
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perhaps do not hear of their Husband's Death 
till two or three Years after, and perhaps they 
were put ſick on ſhoar beyond Sea, and died 
there, or died in Great Britain or Ireland, ſome 
hundred Miles off from their uſual Habitation; 


and when their Widows come to the Pay-Of- 


fice they find a Q upon their Husbands Names, 


| whichis all they are like to have for their Mo- 


ney, unleſs they can produce their Husbands 
ſick Ticket, and an Affidavit of their Burial, 
from the Officers of the Pariſh where their Huſ- 
bands were buried, which in moſt Caſes is im- 
poſſible for them to have. 

M. Indeed I think the Practice of R's 
and Qs is a very great Hardſhip upon the 
Seamen, and that it would be an Act of Ju- 
ſtice and Wiſdom to pay all the Rs, eſpecially 


thoſe that are in:the Service, or would come 


into it; and as for the poor Widows and Fa- 
milies of thoſe that are dead, not to be ſo ſtrait- 
laced to them, their Loſs is great enough in 
loſing their Husbands, without detaining from 
them what their Husbands have earn'd or pu- 
chas'd with the Loſs of their Lives. 

C. That would be a very great Encourage- 
ment for Men to come into and to have a much 
greater Value for her Majeſty's Service than 
they now have, and many hundred of Seamen 
would come and enter themſelves, or procure 
an able Seaman, which is the ſame thing. 
M. But the paying all the Money due to 
the R*s and Qs now would be very difficult, 


it amounting to a very great Sum. C, 


(8) 
C. I believe not ſo very difficult as your Ho- 
nour rhinks it, for there is always granted an 
Allowance for forthy thouſand Seamen every 
Year, and when any Seaman gets his R off, 
thoſe Gentlemen at the Pay- Office never fail- 
ed to find Money to pay him: Beſides, you 
k O whither they give any Credit in the Ac- 
counts of the Charges of the Navy, for what 
Money is cut off by the R's and Q's or not; if 
no Credit be given to the Government for it, 
that Money is ſunk into ſome Perſon's Poc- 
ol -: OT Et. 
M. No. But on the contrary, they bring us 
always in Debt; and really I think that if the 
Queen has not Credit for what is deducted out 
of the Charge for Forty Thouſand Seamen for 
the R*s and Qs, I would have Greenwich- Ho- 
Tpital to have the Intereſt and Benefit thereof, 
till it be recover d by the Seaman that ſerved 
for it, and if not recover'd in Years, the 
poor Men in the Hoſpital to have it. 20 
C. The Seamen are indeed very much obli- 
ged to you, I wiſh they had but ſome Hun- 
dreds more fuch Friends in your honourable 
Houſe, then we might expect our Seamen to 
increaſe, who are now decreaſing every Year. 
M. Pray what is the Reaſon that makes em 
decreaſe? | {9% 
C. Why there is yet another Hardſhip upon 
our Seamen much greater than any yet recited, 
which deters Mankind from going to Sca. hs 


. 

M. Pray what is that, for I think thoſe you 
have already mention'd are of the firſt Rate? 
C. Ti this: I who am a Seaman, have not 
the ſame Liberty of the Subject, as my Bro- 


ther that is a Tinker, for he can walk the 


Streets, ſtrike upon his Kettle and enquire for 
Work, and no one asks him what Ship he be- 


longs to; nor ſo much Liberty as a little Fel- 


low that has a Place in the Street to ſell Fruit, 
or a ſorry Cobler; for you can't ſend them in- 
to the Land- ſervice, becauſe they have lawful 
Callings, and a vifible Way of Living; but I 
am liable to be hauled away by every Con- 
ſtable or Preſs-Gang, and forced to ſerve her 
Majeſty for 23-s. per Month, when I could 


get 5 l. per Month elſewhere. 
M. The Im preſſing of Seamen is a very old 


Cuſtom, neither do I know, how her Majeſty 


can get Seamen to Man her Navy without it. 


C. It's very well, then I muſt be a Slave be- 
cauſe the Queen wants One ; now we will ſup- 
poſe, that her Majeſty ſhould have occaſion for 
one of the Members of your Honourable Houſe, 
to ſerve her Majeſty in her Navy, Army, &c. 


but would give him no more than One hundred 


Pounds per Anzum, and he can have of the Eat 
India. Company, Bank, Cc. Five hundred 
Pounds per Annum, and yet he ſhall be obliged 
to ſerve her Majeſty for theHundred Pounds per 
Annum, if this were put in Practice, we ſhould 


| ſoon ſee his Caſe handed about with a Clam- 


mer. Here is the hardelt Caſe that was ever 
, ON wg ſeen. 
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ſeen. Surely this is the moſt Deſpotick Go- 
vernment in the World, France or Tarkyare 
eaſier then this: Where is now that Liberty 
and Property which we ſo often boaſted of 
would be the Cry, and a Thouſand to one but 
there would be an Addreſs from the Honour- 
able Houſe of Commons to her Majeſty, in his 
behalf? 0 | 
M. You may Depend upon it, our Houſe 
would ſtrictly enquire into ſuch Proceedings, 

and ſee that he ſhould be redreſſed. N 
C. Is it not as great a Hardſhip, upon me 
that am a Seamen, to be obliged to ſerve on 
Board a Man of War for 23 Shillings per 
Month, againſt my Will, (and by no Law,) 
hen I can have Five Pounds per Month elſe 


Where? 


M. Pray, have all the Seamen in the Mere 
chants Service Five Pounds per Month? 
C. No, but Mates have, and Carpenters 
have Four Pounds; and many times Four 
Pounds Ten Shillings per Month; and com- 
only all thoſe that are able Seamen, have Fifty 
Five Shillings per Month. | 
N. ] mult own that the Impreſſing Seamen, 
is a very great Violation, of the Liberty of the 
Subject; but there is an abſolute Neceſſity for 
it, for her Majefty can't Man her Navy with- 
out. . 
C. J am ſorry, to hear any One that is a 
Member of Parliament to uſe the Word Ne- 
ceſſity; for as a worthy Member ſaid the 29 
ef. 
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Seſſions of Parliament, when you was upon the 

Recruting the Land- forces and Marines, ſome 
were for every County to raiſe a certain Num- 
ber of Men; and one of the Arguments for it, 
was, that there was an Neceſſity for it: It was 
that Word (ſaid he) that render'd the Parlia- 
ment of Paris uſeleſs, both to themſelves and 
their Country, and ſo to his Immortal Honour, 
be it ſpoken, that Obſervation turn'd the Senti- 
ments of the whole Houſe, and then they re- 
ſolved to Addreſs her Majeſty, to Iſſue out her 
Proclamation to give Four Pounds to every one 
that would Liſt himſelf, to ſerve in her Ma- 
jeſty's Land- forces, or Marines; ſo we ſee how 
Cautious they were of invading the Liberty of 
your Land- lopers, and what Encouragements 
are given them to enter into the Land Service: 
And we that are the Walls and Bull works of 
theſe Kingdoms, muſt loſe that Liberty that 
we were Born to! Nay, of that little Encour- 
agement that was given us by Act of Parlia- 
ment, we could never get one Farthing off; 
when at the ſame Time, there have been Com- 
miſſioners appointed to State what is Due to 


the Officers and Soldiers of the Army, for Ser- 


vices done in the late Reign. Juſtice indeed 
carries an equal Ballance, but both the Scales 
hang over the Earth, without any reſpect to the 
Sea: Which I think is very hard, we deſerve 
much better Uſage, for the many Services that 
we have done for our Queen and Country: And 
pray, ifit had not been for us this laſt Spring, 

1 when 
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( 12 
when the Pretender was 4 the Coſt of Scot- 
land, what would your North-Country Gen- 
tlemens Eſtates been worth. - - | 
M. The Seamen of theſe Kingdoms have 
done many great Services, and I am very much 
concern'd,that they ſhould have ſuch ill Treat- 
ment; bur you may depend upon it, that I 


will Contribute whatever lies in my Power to 
do them Service; And I wiſh you could pro- 
pole jome Method to Man the Navy without 


Impreſſing; Iam ſure, if it be but feaſible 


it {hall not want for Intereſt in our Houſe; 
therefore, pray Captain, favour me 96 5 


Thoughts upon that Point. 


C. Ir may be eaſj enough done, if che Hon- 


ourable Houſe of Commons pleaſes. 


MM. Pray how, Sir? Pleaſe to let me hear 
what your Method would be to do this ſo much 


deſired Piece of Service both to the Queen, and 
thele Kingdoms. 


C. 1X, Let the R' be taken off all * 
Seamens 8 that are in the Service; and 


alſo, of all that would come in and Regiſter 


themſelves for her Majeſty's Sea-Service,or pro- 

cure an able Seaman for that Service. 
2aly, That all the Seamen who are Regi- 

ſfter?d Men, and are in the Service, or will come 


into the Service, ſhould be paid whatever is 


Due to them Purſuant to the Regiſter'd Act: 
Andthat a Fund of One hundred and eighty 


thouſand Pounds per Annum, be eſtabliſhed for 
ever, tor Thirty Thouſand Regiſter'd Seamen, 


which 


— 


( 13 ) 

which will make every able Seamans pay 32 
Sbillings per Month; and the ordinary Sea- 
mans 27 Shillings per Month, for which Sum 
you will have Thirty Thouſand Volenteers, 
inſtead of the like Number of Impreſſed Men: 
Now I will appeal to any Admiral in the 
World, if he had nor rather Attack an Ene- 
my with a Crew of Men, (who Enter them- 
ſelves with him Yolentarily,) than with a Crew 
that are forced to go with him. Let me tell you, 
one of the greateſt Reaſons, why the French 
will not ſtand our Forces in Flanders, is, Be- 
cauſe that all the old Veteran Troops who 
came into their Service Volentarily, are all 
waſted and gone, and thoſe that they have 


nov, are for the greateſt Part of them ſuch as 


are forced into it. 8 ; 

M. The Regiſter'd Bill was brought into 
our Houle by S. R. O. who they ſay is to be our 
next Speaker, and will undoubtedly do what lies 
in his Power, to render that Act ſerviceable to 
the Publick, for they tell me, it was never of 
any Service to the Crown ; and that there ne- 
ver were ſo many Regiſter d, and that its not 
minded now in the leaſt, and thoſe that were 
Regiſter'd ſold their Tickets for little or no- 
thing. _ 15 | 

C. It was S. R. O. that brought in the Bill 
for Regiſtering Seamen; which would haue 
la ved theſe Kingdoms ſome Hundred thouſand 
Pounds, if there had been a Fund ſetled, to 
have payed thoſe Seamen purſuant to _ A 

cither 
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Neither is there Number ſo ſmall, for T have 
ſeen of late Tickets, whoſe Numbers were a- 
bove Twenty Thouſands ; Nay, it appears by 
the Votes of the 1oth of March, 1697, which 
was the beginning of the Second Lear of 

that Act, that there was Regiſter'd 8199 Sea- | 
-men, at which Time your Honourable Houſe 


reſolved that the Sum of 16398 Pounds Due 


to them, ſhould be raiſed in the Year, 1698; 
upon which ſeveral Perſons bought ſome Re- 
giſter'd Tickets of 1696, and 1697, and gave 
them Seventy Five per Cent. for them, which 
was the deareſt Bargain they ever bought in 


their Lives, for it is now about Twelve Years 
ſince they bought thoſe Tickets, and they have 
never had one Farthing of their Money yet; 


that Act is as much in force as it ever was, for 
by it we are obliged to pay Six Pence per 
Month to Greezwztch Hoſpital, and that no one 
ſhould be preferd to either Commiſſion or 
Warrant, except he was Regiſter'd, and they * | 
ſtill Regiſter Seamen every Week: But I will 


give you the real Reaſon, why thoſe Seamen 
were not paid purſuant to that Act; the Regi- 


ſter'd Act was made juſt before the late Peace, 
and you, like true Britains, thought it would 
be a Piece of Extravagancy, to put theſe King- 
doms to the Charge of raiſing Money to pay 
"thoſe Seamen, that had neither Money or 
Friends to Vindicate their Cauſe, and perhaps 


they ſhould never want them again. 


4 8 ( I 5 ) 


Z. But Main, you propoſe a very great 
Encouragement to them indeed, for it will be 
Six Pounds per Annum, per Man, which I think 
zs a little too much. 
C. There was not any one that thought Four 
Pounds too much for an Encouragement to your 
Land- lopers, to come into the Land Service; 
when at the ſame Time, they for the moſt part, 
were ſuch as lay ſucking their Paws ina Priſon, 
or thoſe that perhaps never before ſaw Four 
Pounds Sterling of their own in their whole 
Lives, yet we ſhall be grudged Forty Shillings 
more than thoſe Animals? "M0 
M. I do not grudge it them in the leaſt, but 
wiſh that all our Members, may but as heartily 
Eſpouſe thoſe poor Mens Cauſe, as I do; I 
. doubt not but all our Flag Officers that are 
Members of our Houſe ; and alſo, all the Mem- 
bers for the Sea -Coaſt of Great Britain, will be 
very zealous for it, for it will be a great caſe to 
them in reſpect of their Poor; and indeed, I 
am of Opinion it will be very much for theſe 
Kingdoms Intereſt in general, for the Impreſ- 
ſing Seamen, is a very great Diſcouragement to 
the Trade of theſe Kingdoms; we can't forget 
the Immenſe Sum it Coſts our Merchants the 
laſt Spring, when all their Men were taken 
from them at once, notwithſtanding their Pro- 
tections, whereby ſeveral Ships loſt the Oppor- 
tunity of a Market, and ſuch. as were Laden 
with periſhable Commodities, ſuffer'd very 
much for want of their Men, but there was an 


ab- 
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übſdlute Neceſſity for . im i 
the Fleet, for the Pretendet᷑ wust our 


Arbitrary Government,) to farce Seamen into 


the Seamen of theſe Kingdoms into ſuch a G- 


1 Manai 


og | 
with a Freuch Force, to invade our: Liberties: - 
C. Therefore of Neceſlity, ve muſt be: _ 
Slayes to maintain you in yourihiherties. 
M. Well, Captain, I hope four Houſe will 
take your Propoſal into their Conſideracic | 
give the Sedamen all the Encouragement: you 
can deſire. 2053 41503 Ul val es Bob bis 
C. It will be more for theſe. Kingdoms 3 
Honour, to Man their Navy without Impreſs 
ſing, (for it makes it look too much like an 


ws 2 


their Service; If your Honourable Houſe, in 
whoſe Power it is, will but one give the En- 
couragements I have mention'd, you will os 
Man the Navy wichout Impreffing, - ane 
Body of the beſt Seamen in tlie World. 
i I could but once ſee that effected, I would 
make one Propoſal more, which” ſhould" put 


ſture, as to make the World tremble when es 
ver her Majeſty ſends her Fleet to Sea, and en- 
able her Majeſty to give Laws to the World 
when ever ſhe pleaſes, and __ not TT the 
Government One gr 440k 2 Sem 1 | 
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